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Dear River Monitors, 
 
 Welcome to the third River Monitoring Scheme Newsletter and to my first as coordinator of the 
scheme.  So far this year, we have had our AGM, a training day and before I knew it, it was June and the 
records were pouring in!  Last year we reached 1860 records, increasing the number of records sent in 
by 558.  We also increased the number of river monitors from 37 to 69, which means we can better 
protect the rivers in Wiltshire by increasing the number of monitoring sites.  It also means I have high 
hopes for this years monitoring season! 
 
 I have now been with the scheme for 10 months, so I would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all the 
river monitors who have made this time so enjoyable.  I’m very much looking forward to seeing how the 
next few months go, and comparing the data from last year with this year.  Hopefully, we will have some 
rain, some sun, and lots of interesting records.  As with last year, I will be writing an August newsletter, 
so if you have any stories or ideas then please let me know, as I would love to include your thoughts. 
 
 In this June’s edition, I’d like to talk a little about the training day which we had in May, the 
Wessex Chalk Stream Project and the Living River Project, as well as some of the things you may see 
this season on the river.  We also have some information about other projects on the river, so without 
further ado…enjoy! 
 

Susan 

Riverfly Partnership Training Day 16 th May 
2010 

 
This year’s training day was held at Leckford, 
near Andover, led by Cyril Bennett, Warren 
Gilchrist, and Peter Francis from the Riverfly 
Partnership.  Also there was Kerry from the 
Environment Agency in Hampshire.  Eight new 
monitors, including Susan Allen (volunteer), took 
part, spanning from river stretches at the north 
of the county to the south.   
 
It was a brilliant day, with a lamprey being found 
by one of the groups!  Everyone had a good 
time and would like to say a big thank you to all 
of the Riverfly Partnership team for teaching on 
the day. 
 
The result of the training day is that we now 
have eight new monitors ready and raring to go, 
bringing the total number of monitored sites in 
Wiltshire to 37, pending the selection of a few 
other sites.  In all, a very good way to start the 
season! 

 
Riverfly Training Day 2010 © Susan Allen 

 
Bullhead eggs, Cottus gobio. © Susan Allen 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Mayfly Day Event, Figheldean, 22nd May 2010. Photo © Barry Craske 

‘Thank you’ to the Living River Project  
 

The Living River Project has over the past three years assisted with the funding of the River Monitoring 
Scheme by purchasing equipment, such as nets, and contributing towards training days for our 
monitors.  
 

As the Living River project draws to a close this summer, we would like to say a big thank you for 
enabling the River Monitoring Scheme to grow and develop so that it can continue to provide accurate 
data to protect rivers in Wiltshire.  
   

The River Monitoring Scheme and WWT Events  
 

This year has seen the River Monitoring Scheme working with There Is Space Here Project Officer Beth 
Folkes and the Wessex Chalk Streams Project Officer Ruth Clarricoates on events such as the Mayfly 
Day on International Biodiversity Day (pictured below) and the Wacky Water Events with the WWT 
Education Officer Sarah Wood. 
 
The Mayfly Day was a huge success, with the sun shining and over 30 people walking along a private 
stretch of the River Avon at Figheldean, after participating in activities at Figheldean Primary School.  
Children made willow fish, clay sculptures, and their own mayflies to hang up at home!  After this we 
went for a guided walk by Brigadier Tony Wells and Martin Brown of the Services Dry Fly Fishing 
Association.  Though the mayfly were not obliging in hatching on time, walkers still got a chance to view 
invertebrates, with Ruth performing a kick sample to show the abundant wildlife living in the Avon.  
 
We have also held one Wacky Water event at Smallbrook Meadows in Warminster, where children and 
their parents learnt about water efficiency and pond life.  We also had several craft activities for children 
to enjoy.  We plan to have two more events, one at Langford Lakes on the 6th August, and another at 
West Amesbury on the 23rd August.  The event is free and runs from 10am – 12pm.  If you would like 
more information, please contact us at the Trust’s Langford Lakes Officer on: (01722) 792010. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cased Caddis Cake for Harry Forbes’ 10th Birthday. © 
Anna Forbes 

 
Stonefly Cake for Harry Forbes’ 11th Birthday this year. © 

Anna Forbes 

River Wylye at Knook in August 2008 © Chris Johnson and 
Peter Eyles 

River Wylye at Knook in August 2009 © Chris Johnson and 
Peter Eyles 

 

River Monitor News  
 

ARK 
 
As I mentioned in the AGM Round-up in January, we 
have recently begun to receive data from ARK (Action for 
the River Kennet), another monitoring group in Wiltshire.  
This is helping to build a bigger picture of the Kennet and 
its quality of water.  I would therefore like to say ‘thank 
you’ to Charlotte Hitchmough, the coordinator of the 
scheme and to all her volunteers for the wealth of data 
they have sent in, as well as their photographs.  Harry 
Forbes, 11, is an ARK River Monitor, and made these two 
cakes for his birthday this year and last year.  I can’t help 
but envy how creative he is and how delicious they look!  
It certainly beats any cakes I make. 
 
Trigger Levels 
 
In the August 2009 newsletter, Kathryn mentioned that 
the Environment Agency is looking into altering the trigger 
levels for the rivers in Wiltshire, making them specific to 
each site.  The majority of you already have your new 
trigger level, however some of you are still waiting.  The 
EA are currently looking into a new method of calculating 
trigger levels and it takes a long time for each site.  
Therefore they have suggested that if you do not have 
your new trigger level, to stick with your old one.  New 
trigger levels should be coming to you later in the year. 
 
Pollution Events – How Your Records Are Used 
 
Last year we had an issue at Chris Johnson and Peter 
Eyles site on the River Wylye at Knook, where the 
invertebrate level dropped to 6 in August, something very 
unusual for this site.  Both Chris and Peter had noticed 
that the weed had been cut recently in this area, and 
contacted Kathryn Skinner, the previous River Monitoring 
Scheme coordinator immediately.  This information was 
then passed on to the Environment Agency and was 
investigated by them.   
 
Thankfully, the site seems to be recovering and the weed 
is returning, however, this problem would have been 
missed had it not been for Chris and Peter’s hard work 
and commitment.  They show just what the River 
Monitoring Scheme is about; protecting the rivers in 
Wiltshire. 
 
Over the next few months, we will be working to improve 
the protocol for when your trigger level is breached.  We 
will be starting this new protocol first in South Wiltshire, 
so we will update you with any new improvements to the 
procedure at a later date. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact us  
 
Email: monitoringprojects@wiltshirewildlife.org 
 
Address: Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records 
Centre, 

 River Monitoring Scheme, 
 Elm Tree Court 
 Long Street 
 Devizes 
 Wiltshire 
 SN10 1NJ� � 
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Thanks  
 

I would again like to say a big thank you to the 
Riverfly Partnership for training this years' new 
river monitors.  Thank you also to the Living 
River Project for supporting us for three years, 
the Wessex Chalk Streams Project for its 
continued support and guidance, and the 
Wiltshire and Swindon Biological Records 
Centre for contributing to the cost of the training 
day and overall coordination and management 
of the scheme.  Also thank you to the Services 
Dry Fly Fishing Association, Tony Wells and 
Martin Brown. 
 

I would also like to end saying thank you to the 
river monitors, without which there would be no 
scheme.  Your continued support, dedication 
and enthusiasm is greatly appreciated.  Your 
records are helping to protect our fragile river 
habitats, so thank you, and good luck for the 
rest of the season! 

The Wiltshire Invasive Plant Project wants 
your records!  

By Emma Harrington 
 

The Wiltshire Invasive Plants Project (WIPP) is 
working hard to map, control and eliminate 
invasive non-native plants in Wiltshire. We provide 
advice and guidance to the landowners, and 
where Himalayan Balsam is found on the target 
rivers of the project; (the Salisbury Avon and its 
tributaries, the River Ray in Swindon and the 
Bybrook in the North Wiltshire Cotswolds area), 
we can co-ordinate our own volunteers to pull it 
up.  However, to increase the clearance of 
invasive plants in Wiltshire, we need to ascertain 
their current distribution.  Over the past few years, 
the River Monitoring Scheme has asked monitors 
if they would like to survey for the three target 
species of the project; Himalayan Balsam, 
Japanese Knotweed and Giant Hogweed.  We 
would therefore like to ask you to really keep on 
the look out for these pesky non-natives! We are 
really keen to know whether you have surveyed 
an area for invasive plants, even if you have found 
none. This can count towards our survey targets 
and it helps us to map their location.  Just submit 
your records to the River Monitoring Scheme and 
they will share the information with us.  
 

If you need further information about the WIP 
Project please call Emma Harrington, Senior 
Project Officer, on 01380 725670 ext. 276 or e-
mail emmah@wiltshirewildlife.org 
 

 
Himalayan balsam, Impatiens gladulifera, © Rob Large 

Plants on your River  
 

Recently, I have been attempting to improve my 
plant ID skills, as I find it infuriating and 
embarrassing when I am asked what something 
is and can only reply with, “I’m sorry, I don’t 
know!”  So far I am in my early days, but I am 
really enjoying looking at all the different species 
along the river. 
 

It reminded me that some of our monitors also 
share this interest, and regularly send in plant 
data for their river sites.  Last year the number 
of plant records increased by 202 records, 
showing that enthusiasm is growing.   
 

Up to date records are vital for the work of the 
Wiltshire and Swindon Biological Records 
Centre and the people and organisations that 
use the data, so if you are interested in 
recording plants, mammals or anything else with 
your invertebrate surveys, then please do email 
me and let me know, and I can send you 
recording sheets as well as ID sheets.   
 

There are also a number of other recording 
projects on our website if you are interested in 
recording something else away from your 
stretch of the river.  You can find information 
about the River Monitoring Scheme and other 
projects on: www.wsbrc.org.uk 
 

Happy recording! 


