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Dear River Monitors, 
 

It seems like only yesterday that Kathryn was handing over to me and yet here we are, over a 
year later with Christmas on the horizon!  The last year has flown by due to a successful monitoring 
season, with interesting records and continued support and enthusiasm from all the volunteers.  Data is 
still coming in and so far 1,397 records have been taken along rivers in Wiltshire by the hard working 
and dedicated river monitors. 

 
Though all the river monitors send in data, some may not know how the data is used.  It’s 

important that volunteers know how much of a difference they are making.  In this newsletter I will give a 
brief update on the data for this year, as well as how it is used in the Records Centre.  There will be 
details of events attended, pollution incidents and issues which affect the rivers, such as invasive non-
native species.  There are also details on the AGM in January. 

 
So please, read on and feel free to send me any comments, thoughts or queries regarding the 

scheme, or things which you would like see happen in the future, such as training or fundraising events.  
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Susan 

River Avon at Figheldean, Mayfly Day, 22nd May 2010. © Barry Craske 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

End of Season Round -Up 
 

I will be presenting this years’ data in detail at the AGM in January, but here is a brief breakdown.  So 
far, river monitors have sent in 1397 records this year, 735 of these were invertebrate records, so well 
done!  As you can see in the graph below for the River Nadder, the 2010 season has been similar to 
that of 2009, but with higher total invertebrate scores at the beginning and end of the season.  Upon 
looking at the data, there seems to have been a decrease in Blue-Winged Olives, which only appeared 
in samples mid monitoring season.  This is also seen at other sites on the Nadder, however is not 
apparent on other rivers in Wiltshire.  The decrease seen in Blue-winged Olives is found on a national 
scale, with research being conducted into this and their reestablishment into our rivers.   

Total Invertebrate Scores for Bale/Stevenson on the  River Nadder
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showing how though your area may be suffering in the heat, wildlife does find a way to survive! 
 

There have also been many plant and fish records this year, as well as mammal records and 
unfortunately non native species records for Himalayan balsam, Impatiens glandulifera, and Mink, 
Mustela vison, on the Avon and its tributaries.  Sending in reports for these horrible pests is important 
for stopping their spread, so next year, keep up the good work! 
 

How the Wiltshire and Swindon Biological Records Ce ntre Uses Your Records  
 
Earlier in the newsletter I said I would explain how the WSBRC uses your records.  It doesn’t just sit in a 
file which only I see.  When you send the data in, I input it onto an excel spreadsheet, check that the 
trigger levels haven’t been breached, make sure everything’s spelt correctly et cetera.  At the end of the 
year, once all the data has come in, I import it into Recorder 6 which is a database program that links 
data to maps and locations and can be used by anyone in the WSBRC.  Once stored in this program, it 
can be used for all sorts of things.  If a member of the general public rings in and want to know what fish 
are in the river, they can be informed.  If a planning application comes through and someone has sent in 
records of Water Voles, those records will be used.  It can also be used as a baseline of data for anyone 
who wants to do an in depth survey of one of your sites.  In short, your data doesn’t stay just within the 
River Monitoring Scheme.   
 
Every six months, data from Recorder 6 is uploaded to the National Biodiversity Network Gateway 
(NBN) where data from the WSBRC is available to the general public up to 1km, with no recorder 
names or other attribute details available.  This means that people can find out what is in their area and 
if they would like more in depth information, they can contact the WSBRC and request to find out, 
explaining the purpose of the request.  To look for yourself, go to http://data.nbn.org.uk/ 
 
So there you have it.  A brief description of how your records are used, showing that not only does it 
benefit the River Monitoring Scheme; it protects and educates about rivers in a wider application! 
 

Wiltshire’s rivers are doing well.  
In general, the average total 
invertebrate score for most 
rivers is above that of last year.  
This could be to do with 
anything from flow rate to 
temperature and will vary from 
river to river.  This year there 
have been dramatic drops in 
Gammarus on the Avon at 
Jones’ Mill possibly due to the 
low water level and rise in 
temperature causing 
Gammarus to migrate 
downstream.  However, in other 
areas of the Avon Gammarus  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pollution Incidents  
 

On the 26th October, 2 miles upstream from Chippenham town centre on the River Avon, 25 reports 
were called in to the Environment Agency regarding a grey/brown oily sludge polluting the river.  The 
Environment Agency deployed officers to the site where they quickly realised pollution was flowing into 
the river through the surface water drainage system under Cocklebury Way from the former 
Westinghouse industrial site. Upon visiting the site, officers found that work was being undertaken to 
decommission the former gas holder site by Wales and West Utilities.  As part of this, water in the 
bottom was being treated and pumped out into a sewer prior to demolition.  Unfortunately the sewer had 
become blocked and the pumped water was entering a surface water drain instead.   
 
Wales and West Utilities were able to attend immediately, stop the leak of water and pump as much out 
of the drains as possible. They then assisted the Environment Agency in containing the oil in the river 
that had been reported by the general public, by deploying booms in the main river in Monkton Park, 
stopping oil from reaching the town centre.  Unfortunately some birds on the river had already become 
oiled and were removed for cleaning.  Once the oil was contained, the majority of it was removed that 
day, with the task completed on Friday 29th October.  One boom was left in place in case of remaining 
oil flowing in after heavy rainfall and the site is being monitored for water quality and the presence of 
dead fish, however no concerns have been raised.  The Environment Agency is also following up on this 
incident to prevent problems in the future.  Chris Stratton, an Environment Officer for the Upper Avon 
Team at the Environment Agency said “We [The Environment Agency] have also worked with Wales 
and West, and Transco to make sure this incident is not repeated on any of their other sites…Their help 
and compliance after such an incident is taken into account when setting a possible fine.”   
 
The prompt response of Chris and the team shows how important it is to catch pollution incidents 
quickly so that the Environment Agency can do their job and efficiently and effectively protect rivers from 
further damage.  This incident highlights the need for River Monitors throughout Wiltshire.  Currently we 
have many monitors in the South of the county, but there are still many gaps in the North where 
pollution incidents could be going unnoticed.  If you know of anyone who would like to volunteer, please 
contact me at monitoringprojects@wiltshirewildlife.org  
 
Also, don’t hesitate to report pollution.  The fast response of the general public was essential to the 
success of the Environment Agency Team in protecting the River Avon.  Call the Environment Agency 
Incident Hotline on 0800 80 70 60.   
 

Mink  
 

Recently I have had quite a few records come in regarding the non-native American Mink, Mustela vison 
along the River Nadder, (courtesy of Tim Bale).  Mink have been recorded here since 2007, however an 
increase in their prevalence has been noticed.  As many of you know, Mink have a taste for the native 
Water Vole, Arvicola terrestris.  Please keep your eyes peeled for these rather malicious mammals and 
send me any records you have of them so that we can begin to build up a better picture of where they 
are a sure first step towards resolving this pest problem. 

 
                             American Mink, Mustela vison. © Darin Smith 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact us  
 
Email: monitoringprojects@wiltshirewildlife.org 
 
Address: Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records                

Centre, 
   River Monitoring Scheme, 
   Elm Tree Court 
   Long Street 
   Devizes 
   Wiltshire 
   SN10 1NJ� � 

�

Thanks  
 

Thank you as always to Ruth Clarricoates and the 
WSBRC.  Also, thank you to Chris Stratton, 
Environment Officer for the Environment Agency 
Upper Avon Team and to the River Monitoring 
Scheme Volunteers for their data and time which 
makes this whole scheme possible. 

Invasive Non -Native ‘Killer’ Shrimp  
 
On the 3rd September, Dikerogammarus 
villosus, an invasive shrimp native to the Black 
Sea and the Caspian Sea, was found in 
Cambridgeshire Wildlife Trust’s Grafham Water 
Reserve.  This invasive shrimp has spread 
throughout Europe and its arrival in the UK 
through migrant birds or human water activities 
has been expected due to its successful spread 
in other countries.  While our native Freshwater 
shrimp is small and relatively harmless, D. 
villosus is an aggressive predator, growing to 
30mm long in ideal conditions, and feeding 
predominantly on native shrimp and even young 
fish, as well as other freshwater invertebrates.  
Its voracious appetite can quickly affect the 
biodiversity and ecology of a habitat, and has 
been know to make native species extinct, 
hence its aquired name of Killer Shrimp. 
 
Whilst D. villosus has only been found in 
Cambridgshire, it is important to continually 
monitor rivers and water systems in Wiltshire.  
This species is not harmful to humans, though it 
can bite, but with no more harm than a normal 
insect bite.  Photographs and videos as well as 
fact sheets about D. villosus can be found at: 
 

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/nonnativespecies
/alerts/index.cfm?id=3 

 

If you find something resembling it in your 
sample, please take a photograph and send it 
with your sites grid reference to: 
 

alert_nonnative@ceh.ac.uk 
 

Please also inform me as well.  It is important 
that the spread of D. villosus is minimised.  We 
all monitor and care about the rivers in Wiltshire 
and it would be a shame to see them affected by 
this predator. 

 
© NNSS Invasive Species Alert available on above website. 

 

AGM 2011 
 

The AGM will be held at Langford Lakes on 
Saturday 15 th January , with guest talk by D-J 
Gent from the Environment Agency.  Lunch will 
be provided and all those interested in rivers are 
welcome to attend.  Please R.S.V.P to 
monitoringprojects@wiltshirewildlife.org 
 

Living River Stakeholder Event, 4th October 2010. © Susan Allen 

The River Monitoring Scheme and WWT 
Events  

 

The Living River Project, which has helped to fund 
the River Monitoring Scheme for the last three 
years, has come to a close this year.  On the 4th 
October they held their Stakeholder Event and the 
River Monitoring Scheme was invited to attend.  
We hosted a table, displaying the wonders of river 
monitoring, raising the profile of the scheme.  Dr. 
Cyril Bennett was also there to support the 
Scheme.  It was a fantastic opportunity to 
celebrate all that the Living River Project has 
contributed to the River Monitoring Scheme, as 
well as highlighting how important rivers are and 
educating about the diverse species which they 
support.  


