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Introduction 
This is the Annual Report for 2010 from the Wiltshire and Swindon Biological Records 
Centre (WSBRC), assembled from reports submitted by recorders. 
 
I and the staff at Devizes would like to thank all those who have made the time to submit 
a report for inclusion in this collection.  I’ve always found, and perhaps you’ve noticed in 
regard to your own activities, that it is much more fun to do the exploring, the 
observation and the recording than later to do the hard work of annotating and reporting.  
Yet without the latter and necessary stages our county lists would be sparse indeed. 
 
We are fortunate to have in Wiltshire a number of specialists who are nationally 
recognised experts in their fields.  One of the issues in my mind as I think about the 
future of recording in the county is the need to ensure that knowledge of our particular 
fads and fancies is somehow passed on to others who may succeed us.  Mostly, I suspect, 
we do not adopt our interests from the beginning - we drift into them and become 
fascinated and then hooked.  I know that I did not discover the Diptera – they discovered 
me.  If I’m right, we perhaps have a duty to expose the next generation to a diverse range 
of experiences so that they can in their turn ‘be discovered.’  What are we doing to bring 
others on board?   Or do we leave it to parents and schools?  And is the process effective? 
 
Coupled with this is the idea that we should be doing all we can to improve the quality of 
recording practice.   It is surely no longer acceptable that so many records are incomplete 
or otherwise inadequate, to the point where the database cannot benefit from the 
observations underlying them.  I suspect that we have a duty to encourage lay people to 
take more complete notice when in the field, and to record more of the relevant data.  
Two years ago Stuart Roberts of BWARS gave us a tutorial on ‘Quality Assurance in 
Recording’ but we do not seem to have progressed very far since then.  Now we have 
‘The Darwin Guide to Recording Wildlife’, published by the NBN Trust and freely 
available.  I hope that through this and other means, which we may choose to develop 
ourselves, we can ensure that our data collection activities become fuller and more 
valuable to ourselves and others.  
 
Again, our thanks to so many who through their work and their recording have made 
2010 another fruitful year. 
 
 
Anthony F. Bainbridge 
March 2011 
 

 

 

 



 3

BioBlitz at Lydiard Park 
On Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th June Wiltshire and Swindon Biological Records Centre, 
Swindon Biodiversity Partnership and Lydiard Park in Swindon are holding a BioBlitz 
event to try and get as many records for the Park in a 24 hour period as possible, and to 
enthuse members of the public about biological recording. Please get in touch if you’d 
like to get involved. The programme for the event is: 
 
Saturday 4th June 
9pm public moth event and moth recording 
9.30pm public bat walk and recording – booking essential 
 
Sunday 5th June 
Morning  – County Recorders event 
1.30-4.30pm Public event, with members of the public being encouraged to bring their 
findings from within the Park to be identified, information stalls, performance by WWT 
theatre team, children’s activities and various walks as scheduled 
2.00pm – Small mammal tracks and signs walk 
3.30pm – Small mammal trapping walk 
Other walks will include amphibians and reptiles and butterflies 
 
All of you are welcome to come to any part of the event, and it would be great if you are 
able to attend the County Recorders part of the event on Sunday 5th June in the morning. 
We also need as many helpers as possible to help the public record their findings during 
the afternoon part of Sunday 5th June so please get in 
touch if you’d be able to stay and help. Lunch will be 
provided by Lydiard Park. 
 
Please contact Helen Horrey for more information and to 
confirm whether you will be attending – 
helenh@wiltshirewildlife.org 01380 725670.  

The WSBRC needs you! 
We are always looking for good-quality text to use on the WSBRC website, and we 
would like to encourage the County Recorders to submit articles. Articles can be about 
anything you wish, from a new species record for the County to a species account page or 
information on training days and other activities you would like to promote to the public 
and Wiltshire Wildlife Trust members. Articles should be between 200 and 500 words 
long with any corresponding images, and should be submitted to Vicki James at the 
WSBRC by post to the Devizes office, or e-mail VickiJ@wiltshirewildlife.org 
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County Recorder’s Annual Reports 
 

LICHENS ANNUAL REPORT 2010 
Lesley Balfe 

 
Recording of churchyard lichens in the county continues – we must be nearing the end! 
One interesting find was Lecanora pruinosa on the wall of St. Giles Church, Imber. The 
latter was thought to be extinct until it was found in 1993 in Cricklade. It has since been 
found in a few churchyards in the south of the county. 
 
The curator of Purton museum was interested in ‘tidying up’ the tomb of Nevil 
Maskelyne, astronomer royal who lived in Purton and was buried there. Ken Sandell and 
I went to see the tomb – some lichen cover had already been removed. However, the 
fabric of the tomb was poor and flaky – had there been any lichens of significance they 
would have been unlikely to survive. Of the few species still present, only 
Dermatocarpon miniatum was of slight interest. 
 
The Wessex Group of the British Lichen Society spent a very interesting day in February 
this year in a less well known part of Savernake Forest under then expert leadership of 
Neil Sanderson. One of the aims was to re-find Lecanora sublivescens. Unfortunately the 
only tree of which it was found was dead – as Neil said it was symptomatic of the 
problems of this site, which has one of the worst generation gaps he’d seen in any 
important lichen site. To compensate 9 new species for the site were recorded. Amongst 
these re-found were one near threatened species and 7 notable species. 

 
 

BRYOPHYTES (VC7) ANNUAL REPORT 2010 
Sharon Pilkington 

 
New VC records 
 
Five of 2010’s new discoveries were liverworts. Several should really have been 
confirmed before as they are pretty common and widespread. Still, it’s never too late to 
catch up! The large thalloid liverwort Marchantia polymorpha has three subspecies. At 
Spye Park subspecies ruderalis was found growing in a disturbed area, a typical habitat 
for it. A few months later, subspecies polymorpha, which is usually found in relatively 
undisturbed places, was found on the wall of a canal lock at Caen Hill in Devizes. Spye 
Park was also the location for another new liverwort. Kind permission to survey the 
estate was given to a small group of us and we were able to make close examination of 
some of the exciting flush vegetation present there. In places, Greater Tussock-sedge 
Carex paniculata is abundant and some of the older tussocks leave peaty stools sticking 
up from the ground. On some of these the leafy liverwort Calypogeia muelleriana was 
quite common, the first time this species has been recorded in Wiltshire. Another locally 
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rare moss, Plagiothecium latebricola was also found on the sedge tussocks, its first 
sighting in the VC in 60 years. 
 
An old chalk quarry at Morgan’s Hill provided another first record, for the small leafy 
liverwort Leiocolea badensis. Its lookalike cousin L. turbinata is a common species of 
damp chalky ground across Wiltshire and it may be possible that L. badensis has been 
overlooked, especially in colder north-facing places. 
 
Summer is normally a poor time to find bryophytes in southern England. Warm, dry air 
means they are normally shrivelled up and they are often obscured by the higher plants. 
But a visit to an old water-meadow (Cooper’s Meadow) by the River Kennet in 
Marlborough in August still proved to be fruitful. A heavy downpour the previous day 
had refreshed the vegetation and obvious epiphytic growth on some of the willows there 
proved to be a diversion from the higher plants we were supposed to be recording. 
Among a very good collection of epiphytes which included some less common mosses 
including Leucodon sciuroides, was Syntrichia virescens, a new record for the area.  
 
Finally, roving bryologist Mark Hill recorded Brachythecium mildeanum new to North 
Wiltshire during a quick visit to South Marston in April. This is another species that 
really should have been seen earlier. It is a rather non-descript and scruffy-looking moss 
that has a preference for trampled ground and disturbed places and it is almost certainly 
waiting to be found in many more places. 
 
First recent records 
 
John Presland has been undertaking extensive survey work of dry-stone walls in his 
parish of Winsley, near Bradford-on-Avon. Among some bryophytes he sent me to verify 
was Bryum radiculosum, a rather nondescript tuft-forming moss which likes to grow on 
mortar and calcareous rock. This was the first record in VC7 for 60 years. It is not at all 
rare but seemed that way because nobody had been recording it! I have found it in five 
other locations in VC7 since then – church walls seem to be a favourite habitat in our 
area. 
 
In February a Wessex Bryology Group field meeting at West Yatton Down, near 
Chippenham found Scleropodium cespitans, a moss last seen in VC7 in 1930. I have 
since found it to be locally abundant in the Cotswold Water Park area, where it likes 
seasonally wet streams and field drains.  
 
Other news 
 
In December Richard Lansdown and I went searching for one of our rarer mosses. 
Leptodontium gemmascens (also known as Thatch Moss) is a diminutive moss that 
grows on sheltered and weathered thatch in southern England. Richard had undertaken a 
survey of National Trust properties and was fired up to check out some other records. The 
sole North Wiltshire record was from a small group of thatched houses near Aldbourne. 
A number of kind householders agreed to let us look at their roofs but we didn’t find it, 
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unfortunately. We moved on to the Lockeridge and West Overton area where there are 
many thatched houses (and a thatched wall) but were disappointed to see that virtually 
none of them was unmeshed – it seems that the wire may influence the chemistry of the 
thatch and L. gemmascens doesn’t like it. Apparently it is standard thatching practice 
these days – in our area at least – to cover new thatch with mesh to deter birds. We did 
find one well-decayed and unwired thatch – ironically on a barn at the National Trust 
offices at East Kennet Farm – but the moss wasn’t there either.  
 
Mark Hill, who manages data for the British Bryological Society, reminded me last year 
that many parts of North Wiltshire remain unrecorded, even for very common species. 
With a new national bryophyte atlas due out in the next few years, it is important to get 
good coverage of recording across the country. I shall therefore be aiming to get to those 
parts of VC7 that no bryologist has reached before in the year ahead! 
 
 

DIPTERA ANNUAL REPORT 2010 
Anthony Bainbridge 

 
There is probably little of real significance in the list this year, by which I mean records of 
notable (scarce or rare) species. It is worth remarking that Volcella zonaria (fam. Syrphidae) 
is, on the evidence, now well established across southern England, having been slowly 
extending its range over the last twenty years. The UK’s largest Syrphid, it is certainly a 
magnificent and unmistakable insect, and both John Notman and I have recorded it this year. 
But in general this has been for me a quiet period; I had more enjoyment in Greece in May 
photographing some spectacular Mediterranean insects in several orders – but that is of little 
use to the Wiltshire BRC.  
 
Unsurprisingly most dipteran records still relate to the Hoverflies (Syrphidae), and it would 
be valuable to begin to focus our interests in some of the other groups. But of course 
identification can become problematic without access to detailed keys. I continue to be 
especially interested in the Empidoidea, and have recorded in 2010 several species new to 
me, although not new to the region.  
 
In my three years in the county I have yet to identify any habitats especially rich in the 
Diptera; we are well blessed for diversity and one could spend a lifetime doing justice to all 
the key areas and tying the species to the local geology and flora. Fortunately many – perhaps 
most – dipteran species are widespread and mobile enough to be found just about anywhere, 
and most records tend not to record or comment on the habitat or precise circumstances of the 
observation. In cases where there is known to be a close relationship between a species and, 
for example, its food plant , as there is with many Lepidopterans, the pattern will have been 
noted in the literature, but in the Diptera these relationships have been less well remarked.  
 
Flies tend to make one think of spiders, and I must mention in passing, in case they are not 
recorded elsewhere, two sightings in 2010 of Argiope bruennichi, at Bentley Wood on 4 
September and on Salisbury Plain on 12 September. Similarly to V. zonaria, this is a species 
which is spreading across the UK from the early sightings near the south coat. It is large and 
unmistakeable; the small party of our recorders in Bentley Wood that September Saturday 
morning crouched one by one at ground level, cameras at the ready.  
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Which reminds me: recorders who photograph Diptera may have to be reminded that it is not 
easy to give a secure identification on the basis of one photograph. It would be helpful if 
recorders taking photographs would at the very least make a note of noteworthy and specific 
features of the specimen and send them with their pictures. One hopes that in due course keen 
observers will capture the specimens and use specialist keys for identification, thereby 
improving their expertise.  
 

 
FUNGI (NORTH WILTSHIRE) ANNUAL REPORT 2010  

Dave Shorten 
 

A good year overall for fungi, despite a poor spring season and sluggish start to the 
autumn there were several significant finds in North Wiltshire in 2010. 
 
Cotswold Fungus Group has contributed another 5,700 records to W&SBRC to the end of 
2010, although this included a 3,000 dataset of archival foray records from the British 
Mycological Society's FRDBI national database (Foray Records Database of Britain & 
Ireland) going back to the turn of the previous century.  Over 43,000 fungus foray records 
have been added by CFG since it began in 1992. 
 
This recent data update and good fruiting year in 2010 has added to the list of known 
species that appear on the 2007-NBN Red Data List of Fungi & Lichens, with eighteen 
recorded in total, although sightings of only six of these in the last decade. 
 

The Flea’s Ear  
(Chlorencoelia 
versiformis)  
one of the two Red Data 
List species recorded at 
Great Wood, Stanton 
Fitzwarren.  
Recorded here in 1999, 
2000, 2004, 2005 and 
2010.  Also recorded 
once at Clouts Wood 
near Wroughton in 
2008.   
 
 

 
The Carroty False Truffle (Stephanospora caroticolor) below left is the other Red Data 
fungus species at Great Wood, the only site for the whole county.  Fist seen in 2006 it 
was re-discovered growing in profusion in 2010 in at least three separate locations in 
boggy waterlogged soil. 
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It is a soft, lightweight, bright orange underground (hypogeous) false-truffle that can 
grow multi-lobed and up to 40mms in diameter.  It has a slightly perfumed / fruity yet 
unpleasant odour and like all of the ‘false-truffles’ is not edible.   
 
Its spores are spread in the dung of small animals that eat it, so the false-truffle fruitbody 
is lightweight, allowing it to float up to the soil surface when it is mature and the ground 
is waterlogged.   
 
The spores in the microscope photo above right, are characteristic of this species with 
their large knobbly spines, and overall are between 10 - 14 microns in length (1 micron = 
one thousandth of a millimetre) around x500 magnification on the printed page.  The 
small grey flecks in the background of the image are bacteria rotting the truffle down. 
 
Fungus foraying and recording activities at Sandpool Reserve, WWT's new site on the 
North Wiltshire / Gloucestershire border has brought the fungus species list for the site 
from zero to 117 species in 2010.  Whilst this might seem high to some, we have a long 
way to go to record as many different species as there are for Savernake Forest (1,259) 
but even a relatively small site can harbour a large population of fungi - Great Wood has 
971 separate species of fungi. 

One of the uncommon records 
for Sandpool Reserve: 
the Willow Jelly  (Exidia 
recisa).   
 
Recorded only on two sites in 
North Wiltshire: Sandpool in 
2010 and at Clouts Wood in 
2009.   
 
It is specific to dead attached 
thin branches of Willow. 
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MICROLEPIDOPTERA ANNUAL REPORT 2009  
Michael and Godfrey Smith 

 
In the bi-monthly journal ‘The Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation’ there is 
an annual review of the microlepidoptera covering the British Isles and Ireland. Therein it 
is worth noting that the number of subscribers to these records are in total and with some 
variation usually in the order of just over 50 which when considered in national terms 
places the number of recorders wo have submitted records in Wiltshire at six (March 1st) 
as a fairly reasonable number. 
 
Naturally the number of sites visited and number of records will seem quite low if 
compared with more ‘popular’ orders such as plants and butterflies but as can be seen 
from the above paragraph this is an on-going national situlation/problem which has 
exsisted perhaps since the beginning of the studies of natural history. 
 
Some 1219 record were received relating to a reasonably large number of sites and 
referring to 285 species. Most of the species recorded were quite naturally ‘commoners’ 
but with a small number of rather scarce and interesting species which are usually 
infrequently noted. Most species recorded were noted by a single record. There appears 
to have been only one new species in Wiltshire namely Tachysola acroxantha on 18th 
August at Steeple Ashton, the larvae feed on dead leave etc and is a species that could 
have possilbe been overlooked but national records suggest that this is a species 
extending its range. A considerable number of records have been received referring to 
previous years and as always they will be transferred onto/into the Biological Records 
Database. An external problem arises each year when recorders transfer their data, which 
is often in hand-written notebooks made in the field, onto a more organised recording 
system and this often takes considerable time and also delays the time by which the 
recorders arrive on the County Recorders dest. This is no particular inconvenience to the 
County Recorder but it does mean that the records received do not provide a broad view 
in time for the ‘requested’ annual report. 
 
The Horse-Chestmut Leaf Miner Cameraria ohridella continues to spread with most 
unsightly results, but at the moment there is no evidence of trees being killed but afflicted 
speciments must be in stress as the result of leaf damage. The Leek moth Acrolepiopsis 
assectella is another species which is spreading nationally having been noted in Wiltshire 
for the first time just a few years ago. On a recent Radio Programme ‘Gardeners Question 
Time’ the panel were, quite amazingly, unable to identify a pest insect which was 
afflicting a questioner’s leeks. When this species arrives in their own gardens they will 
discover that this pest can be quite devastating. 
 
For those who may feel tempted to ‘indulge’ in the Microlepidoptera it is worth noting 
that according to the National Records Wiltshire is an excellent county in the context of 
number of species which one would be justified in assuming must reflect on the quality 
of the habitat still remaining in the county. 
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SAWFLIES ANNUAL REPORT 2010 
K. John Grearson 

 
Despite a continuation of the patchy weather in spring and summer which has been a 
feature of  recent years I was able to run my three Malaise traps for a while at Moreleaze 
Farm, Minety. This farm has recently entered Higher Level Stewardship and the survey 
was a baseline study of the sawfly fauna plus any other wildlife recorded during my 
visits. The site consists of four field of neutral pasture which have not been farmed 
intensively for many years plus a well-established wildlife pond. The result of this survey 
was a sawfly list of 60 species, including the second county record of Pachynematus 
lichwardtii Konow , the first having been recorded in 1971 at Wishford. Also present 
was a colony of the Iris Sawfly, Rhadinoceraea micans (Klug) which, in Wiltshire, is 
only known currently at four other sites.. Another species, Craesus alniastri 
(Scharfenberg), found on Alnus glutinosa, in Wiltshire, only recorded at one other site, 
nearby at Ashton Keynes. The species total at Moreleaze Farm was much higher than 
expected and further study in better weather conditions should produce a few more as 
should the planned enhancement of the environmental management at the site.  
 
In total, 260 records were added to the database of which 14 were received from 
observers other than the county recorder. The county database now holds 4200 records of 
301 species. 
 
The notes below show the five species recorded in Wiltshire for the first time, although 
one of them is a belated entry from 2008. 
 
Amauronematus tunicatus (Zaddach)  -  On 12th May 2009 a presumed Amauronematus 
larva was beaten from Salix cinerea at Bentley Wood. It emerged on 5th April 2010 and 
was identified as a female of this species. Regarded by Benson (1958) as a local species 
in Britain. 
 
Amauronematus vittatus (Serville) – A male was beaten from Salix at Ashtojn Keynes 
on 23rd April 2010. Another local species. 
 
Neodiprion sertifer (Geoffroy in Fourcroy) –  Steve Covey discovered  larvae of this 
local species on Pinus silvestris at Horse Down, Tilshead on 7th June 2008. 
 
Pachynematus kirbyi (Dahlbom) – Due to a recent taxonomic change this species has 
been separated from Pachynematus clitellatus (Serville) with which it has been 
aggregated for many years. The latest record was at Moreleaze Farm but some of the 
earlier records of P. clitellatus probably refer to this species. 
 
Trichiosoma tibiale Stephens – A Trichiosoma larva was beaten from a Salix hybrid at 
Somerford Common on 12th June 2009. It fed well in captivity and made a cocoon on 1st 
July 2010 from which it finally emerged as a male on 25th April 2010. Determination of 
adult Trichiosoma is especially difficult and Finnish keys were used in this case, There 
appears to be two types of this species, one with larvae feeding on Crataegus and one on 
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Salix. The adults of both types appear to be indistinguishable but the larvae are different. 
Larvae of the Salix-feeders have a yellow patch on the face when in the final instar whilst 
those of the Crataegus-feeders have a reddish face. Because of the similarity of the adults 
they are treated as a single species for the time being. DNA sequencing could probably 
resolve any confusion. Distribution of this species in Britain is unknown since it is 
seldom found. 

 
 

VASCULAR PLANTS ANNUAL REPORT 2010 
Sharon Pilkington 

 
New and interesting records 
 
Approximately half of the new finds in North Wiltshire this year were the result of one 
man’s quest for botanical excellence. Jack Oliver has been assiduously recording the area 
around Marlborough for many years but amazingly he still manages to find new things. 
Unlike many other botanists he is not daunted by hybrids and this year has found two 
hybrid docks Rumex x dufftii and R. x sagorskii. Given that the parents of these hybrid 
docks (Wood Dock R. sanguineus, Curled Dock R. crispus and Broad-leaved Dock R. 
obtusifolius) are widespread in Wiltshire it is likely that the hybrids occur elsewhere. 
Perhaps another brave local botanist would like to follow Jack’s lead? 
 
Rob Large found Ivy Broomrape Orobanche hederae flourishing outside the old rectory 
in Bemerton. This species – mostly native to rocky coastal cliffs and grassland – was 
historically planted in large gardens and this is the most plausible explanation for it there. 
On the other side of the county Tim Kaye was most excited to find Flixweed Descurainia 
sophia in a field corner in Bishopstone, the first record in North Wiltshire. This was just 
one of many exciting arable weeds he found during survey work in the area (more 
below). 
 
It is sometimes said that plant distribution patterns tend to reflect the location of field 
botanists rather than the plants themselves. Thus it is that I found two plants new to VC8 
in Westbury, my new home town. Green Bristle-grass Setaria viridis growing in 
pavement cracks in the town centre was almost certainly a bird-seed alien, whilst 
Common Ramping-fumitory Fumaria muralis ssp. muralis was flourishing as a weed in 
a garden border. Wiltshire Botanical Society member Rosemary Duckett, who lives in the 
same part of town, has also reported this fumitory in her garden so it seems plausible as a 
legitimate inhabitant.  
 
Wiltshire has the only known British chalk grassland site for Marsh Helleborine 
Epipactis palustris. This showy orchid has been known from dry grassland in a disused 
chalk quarry for many years but it appears to be on the move. A visit to Morgan’s Hill 
SSSI in June by the Wiltshire Botanical Society found possibly hundreds of leaf rosettes 
of the species. Not only that, Rob Large and S. Payne found 15 flowering plants in early 
successional set-aside among  MG1 grassland and ash saplings when they visited the 
farm just downslope of the quarry later in the summer. Clearly, the population is thriving. 
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Arable plant recording 
 
Wiltshire is a known hot-spot for declining arable weeds and quite a bit of effort has been 
made by the Wiltshire Botanical Society, FWAG and others to record on a number of 
farms in the county. The north has been a little neglected, probably because large tracts 
lack the thin chalky soils that so many of our rare species seem to like. Tim Kaye 
managed to obtain funding for surveys in the North Wessex Downs AONB and co-
ordinated volunteer surveys during the summer. One or two of the farms yielded some 
excellent records including Night-flowering Catchfly  Silene noctiflora, Rye Brome 
Bromus secalinus, Corn Knotgrass Polygonum rurivagum, Venus’s Looking-glass 
Legousia hybrida and Grey Field-speedwell Veronica polita. In my opinion the most 
exciting find of all was two fully flowering plants of Cornflower Centaurea cyanus in an 
unpromising-looking organic turnip field at Bishopstone. Many other rarities were also 
present in this field and the Cornflower seems likely to be genuinely native there – a rare 
thing these days. Unfortunately the farmer let pigs into the field before Tim could tell her 
about the Cornflowers but we hope some plants will grow from the seed-bank in 2011. 
 
The summer of 2010 was also good for arable weed recording in a general sense. Having 
seen all four of our native poppies flowering together for the first time in arable field 
margins in two different places (a Stone-curlew plot on Salisbury Plain and at Martin 
Down NNR) it is tempting to think that the tide may be turning at last for some of our 
scarce arable flowers. 
 
New datasets 
 
2010 was a superb year for data flow. As some people know, I hold records in a 
MapMate database which enables efficient data entry and records exchange. Every year I 
send data to various places including the W&SBRC, BSBI, Defence Estates, the 
Cotswold Water Park Society and neighbouring BSBI county recorders. In turn, all of 
this data ends up in places like the NBN Gateway in a publicly accessible format. I 
strongly believe that biological records are only useful if they are shared and thus 
encourage submission of reliable records. In Wiltshire I am very fortunate to work 
closely with a small but knowledgeable and enthusiastic group of amateur botanists who 
are willing to collect records and send them to me. In addition, last year Geoff Goatley of 
the Westonbirt Wildflower Group sent me more than 600 records collected on the 
Wiltshire side of the arboretum, including information about the rare Spreading 
Bellflower Campanula patula. Tim Kaye submitted hundreds of records from road verge 
surveys and Richard Aisbitt sent more than 1500 records from Clouts Wood and 
Markham Banks alone. There are numerous other botanists who send me occasional 
records and I am very grateful for their time and enthusiasm. 
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ORNITHOLOGICAL ANNUAL REPORT 2010  
Rob Turner 

 
The first weeks of January produced the coldest winter period for thirty years. This 
forced winter thrushes to visit gardens and many people enjoyed stunning views of 
Fieldfares and Redwings. There was an influx of Woodcock from the continent.  
 
Five Whooper Swans which arrived at East Clyffe in late 2009 remained until mid-
March.  
 
A Ring Ouzel remained in a Salisbury garden enjoying a rich repast of raisins and grapes.  
 
A Swallow hatched and ringed at Costow Farm in 2006 was controlled at a roost in South 
Africa. That’s 42,000 miles clocked so far by my reckoning!  
 
Garden feeders continued to be well frequented.  
 
At Langford seventy seven Blue Tits and twenty six Great Tits were ringed in three 
hours.  
 
Short-eared Owls had obviously been displaced and up to eighteen were present in the 
County.  
 
There was a noticeable influx of Mediterranean Gulls in mid-March.  
 
A Twite at Roundway Hill was the twelfth County record. Fourteen Dotterel obligingly 
remained near Casterley for twenty days in April. 
 
Ospreys showed well with birds at Westbury, Coate Water, Salisbury and Great 
Somerford.  
 
Two Temminck’s Stints were at the Water Park in May, where a remarkable passage of 
Ringed Plover occurred involving 231 bird days between the 23rd and 29th with a max 
count of 54 individuals on 25th. 
 

These days only one Hoopoe for a year is quite disappointing but one at Poulshot 
remained our only record and there was a Bearded Tit by Nationwide House Swindon. 
 
Stone Curlew enjoyed an excellent season, the latest figures available indicating 95 
confirmed breeding pairs twice as many as ten years ago.  
 
Little Ringed Plover numbers remained stable.  
 
Hobby maintained its current encouraging numbers.  
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Red Kite is also becoming a bit of a flagship Wilts species and breeding pairs are now 
into double figures though caution and discreetness is still essential in the protection of 
this species, as in fact it is for all our scarce breeders. 
 
Little Egrets continued to flourish.  
 
Raven is at its highest density.  
 
Cetti’s Warblers survived the cold well.  
 
Wood Warbler, Redstart, Turtle Dove and Whinchat suffered further severe declines and 
Pied Flycatcher is now no longer a county breeding bird. 
 
Dipper now breeds at only two sites. 
 
August saw the post breeding dispersal to the UK of Glossy Ibis with over forty birds 
involved.  
 
The majority were Spanish hatched juveniles and one took up residence in the Water Park 
constituting the fifth County record.  
 
In September about 200 Wrynecks moved through Britain on a broad front producing an 
above average showing for the County with birds at Chitterne, Swindon, Aldbourne and 
Neston. 
 
A Tawny Pipit at the Water Park was only the second County record following the first at 
Colerne as long ago as 1983. 
 
October was notable for an exceptional and early influx of Lapland Buntings into the UK.  
 
In Wilts there were three at Maiden Bradley and singles at Dean Hill, Avebury and  
Whiteparish. 
 
A Richard’s Pipit was at Dean Hill, like the Tawny also the second County record 
following one at Wishford in 1986. 
 
A major Waxwing irruption occurred with several thousand pouring into Scotland and the 
East coast eventually reaching the County.  
 
263 bird days involving at least seven sites gave most people a chance to catch up with 
this enchanting species at close quarters.  
 
Swindon, Westbury and Trowbridge held good numbers into 2011.  
 
In 2010, no new species were added to the County list which stands at 319. In all a total 
of 190 species were recorded. Nowadays records come from all directions. Major 
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contributions are from Birdtrack (20,500 records), WOS website (4,667 records) and 
WOS members record slips (approx 4.000 records). 
The full report will be in ‘The Hobby’ 2010 published by Wilts OS in due course. 
 

 
 

AMPHIBIAN AND REPTILE ANNUAL REPORT 2010  
Gemma Harding 

 
Not many records were received this year. However, a few sightings of widespread 
species were reported through the Wiltshire and Amphibian Reptile Group. Additional 
records from the BRC are yet to be received for verification.  

The Wiltshire Amphibian and Reptile Group (WARG) did undertake a few recording 
events in 2010 primarily with amphibian species, however the group activities were 
limited in the latter part of 2010 as I was out of the country for 8 months.  

There are a good number of events already planned for this year including the National 
Swabbing Project for Amphibian Chytridiomycosis, a fungal disease which is causing 
amphibian decline across the world, which will get underway on the 21st April. Also a 
reptile survey of an area of heathland and with the launch of the WARG website 
(http://groups.arguk.org/warg/) we hope to receive more records and get more support for 
2011.  

2010 Butterfly Season in a Nutshell 
Mike Fuller  

Generally agreed by most recorders as being a good butterfly season with the exception 
of immigrants. 
Skippers 
Small and Essex  – scarce.   
Large  – did very well. 
Dingy & Grizzled  – both did well but very local. Dingy 2nd brood – 4 singletons.  
Silver-Spotted - Porton Down where rabbits are causing a problem – see Stuart Corbett’s 
article on page 24 in Bulletin No. 30 (September 2010).  One other tiny colony on ATE 
SP(E). 
Whites 
Brimstone - invariably seems to be commoner in south.  
Large, Small & Green-veined – below or about normal. 
Orange-tips - did very well. 
Hairstreaks (Elusive)  
Green – good on some sites. a rare 2nd brood at Porton Down on 1st & 3rd September. 
Brown – did reasonably well and still only two populations. 
Purple – did well. Reported from 10 new tetrads. 
White-letter – did well - more singletons reported this year.  
Small Copper – did well with a late 3rd/4th ? brood in October. 
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Blues 
Silver-studded – colony established at WWT Landford Bog reserve. 
Small – did well with 2nd brood at several sites. 
Brown Argus, Common and Adonis – all did exceptionally well, huge numbers on some 
sites.  
Chalkhill – still very scarce at most sites.  
Holly – increasing but not abundant. 
Duke of Burgundy – did well at most sites – abundant on Porton Down in May, counts of 
147 and 155. 
Nymphs 
White Admiral  - good, numbers higher than for several years. 
Purple Emperor – good season at core sites. Discovered in Cranborne Chase, a wood near 
Marlborough and near Bentley Wood. Unconfirmed near Chippenham. 
Probably more widely distrubuted than previously thought. Collectors active in two 
woods. 
Small Tortoiseshell – almost back to normal level of abundance.  
Peacock – poor season?  
Comma – average season. 
Fritillaries 
Small Pearl-bordered - did well in Bentley Wood. Four new colonies reported and two 
others ‘rediscovered’. 
Pearl-bordered  - did well in Bentley Wood. One new colony discovered. 
Dark Green – better season but still scarcer than a few years ago. 
Silver-washed – excellent season, many Valesina reported. Colonising East Anglia 
(Essex, Suff & Nor).  
Marsh – a good season with some large populations.  
Browns   
Speckled Wood  - common with numbers building in Autumn.   
Wall – Good 2nd brood numbers. Several wandering singletons seen.   
Grayling – only recorded from SE corner.   
Marbled White, Gatekeeper & Meadow Brown - still common but not as abundant as 
usual. 
Ringlet – abundant.   
Small Heath – did very well at many sites. 
Immigrants 
Red Admiral – well below par. 
Painted Lady - very scarce. I saw none. 
Clouded Yellow – only 5 records received. 
Long-tailed Blue – 1 in kitchen at Marlborough for 3 days in September. Only 3 other 
Wilts records 1923, 1953 & 1967. 

For those of you who would like to know much more detail – see the 2010 Butterfly 
Report. 

Mike Fuller 

Wiltshire Butterfly Recorder 


